
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• The purpose of both subtests is to provide intervention teachers 
more information with which to plan instruction. 

• Training will also include how to use the instructional routines in 
TALA to address identified areas of student need. 

 
 
Caution about Interpreting the Results of the TMSFA 
“These scores should NOT be viewed as discreet cutoffs to be applied 

indiscriminately to categorize students, but as heuristics that are 

tempered by teacher observations of the students’ reading ability.  In 

other words, these are guidelines that should be used along with 

other information available to educators about a student’s reading 

needs.  The variability around these scores is high, and brief screening 

measures do not substitute for careful observation.   

 We also caution that nearly all struggling readers in middle school 

will need intervention in reading comprehension and vocabulary.  

Some students will ALSO need intervention in decoding and/or 

fluency.” (TMSFA Teacher’s Guide, 2007, p. 38) 

 
 
Who can administer the TMSFA? 
Those who have been officially trained. 

• Participants will receive a CD with all the assessment 
materials for grades 6 – 8. 




